






Computing and Internet Access
The New Lebanon Library has six computer 
terminals and wireless internet access. The 
Library’s computers provide word processing, 
spreadsheet and printing capabilities.

Our Building:  
The Library has been in its present building 
– a former branch bank – since 1981. The 
building was expanded in 1985 and again in 
1992. 

In 2008-9 access improvements including 
a new vestibule were completed. In 2010 
a 900 square-foot addition was completed. 
The new addition serves as a reading/
study area and a community room to 
accommodate our patrons’ growing interest 
in informative, entertaining and educational 
library programming. Other improvements 
recently completed include a new roof, 
two new accessible restrooms and in the 
new addition a geothermal HVAC system, 
sized to allow for its future expansion to the 
entire building.

The recent improvements have been 
supported by patron endowments and 
other private donations, together totaling 
nearly $200,000, as well as grants from the 
State Library Construction Grant Program 
totaling over $238,000, a special legislative 
grant sponsored by Senator Saland of 
$28,000 and a construction loan supported 
by voter-approved Town tax revenues. 
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Our Programs: 
As the primary cultural center of New 
Lebanon the Library offers a wide variety of 
programs, including musical performances, 
nature programs, movies, green living 
presentations, crafts, animal programs, game 
nights, lectures, author readings, parenting 
classes, computer and life skills training 
and storytelling. The Library also hosts 
fiction and poetry writing classes and book 
discussion groups and provides meeting 
space for community civic, educational and 
religious organizations. 

Our programs improve the quality of life in 
New Lebanon in many ways: responding 
to local interests and concerns;  serving 
as a forum for the sharing of ideas and 
knowledge; promoting cultural awareness 
and information literacy; offering training 
and assistance with life skills and new 
technologies; providing a safe, welcoming 
environment in which to meet with others; 
and, of course,  fostering a love of reading 
and lifelong learning. Library programs 
provide patrons with the opportunity to 
widen their horizons and stimulate their 
imaginations. 

Community response to Library 
programming has been enthusiastic. 
Feedback from participants has been 
glowing and patrons have frequently 
expressed delight at the way the Library 
has become a community center offering 
something for everyone. Library staff 
regularly field calls from patrons inquiring 
about upcoming programs and offering 
suggestions for program topics. Close 
attention is paid to these suggestions 
because they are the best indicator of 
community needs and interests.
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Budget and Finances:
Our annual operating budget is supported by 
Town of New Lebanon tax revenues, state 
tax revenues and our generous benefactors. 
Our 2009 operating budget is $153,900.00, 
of which 41% is for salaries and payroll 
taxes; 13% for collection development; and 
21% for debt service on our construction 
loan, with the remainder covering all other 
expenses and operating reserves. 

In 2002 and 2008, Town voters approved 
resolutions dedicating Town tax revenues 
to Library operations. Dedicated Town 
tax revenues account for about 85% of 
our budget. These funds have enabled the 
Library trustees to focus on the future, 
starting with hiring a full-time professional 
director in 2003, and planning and fund-
raising for the expansion and improvements 
of the Library building and grounds. This 
support, direct from the Town’s voters, 
has been crucial to creating the “New” 
New Lebanon Library, the vibrant, busy 
community center that we are today. 

Our Staff: 
	 Director:...................Jeanne Bogino
	 Assistants:................Amy Haaf
		  Michelle Hoffman

Our Trustees: 
	 Helen Burton
	 Doug Clark
	 Mike Corral..............vice-president
	 John Dax..................president
	 Robin Dropkin.........treasurer
	 Elisabeth Gitter........secretary
	 JoAnn Gavrity
	 Dan Lynch	
	 Kathleen Millett

	 Ted Salem
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The Heart of New Lebanon

reading

writing

storytelling

discussions

lectures

author readings

parenting classes

computer training 

meeting space 

music

nature

animals

movies

green living

crafts

games

local interest

cultural awareness

literacy

life skills 

new experiences


